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Peter Reginato: Polychrome

Drawing in the traditional sense, could be described as the act of extracting line from 
objects in the third dimension or rendering objects down to lines in order to describe them. 
Peter Reginato turns tradition inside out for he makes sculpture that describes this act of 
distillation. In the third dimension, he signifies a two dimensional practice - the act of 
drawing. Just as drawing, in the traditional manner, provokes awe at the fact that there is an 
intersection (the physical 'drawing'- that place where the second dimension and the third 
dimension meet); so Reginato's work jolts the perceptions into the same  realization, but  
the intersection reversed. This is a convoluted concept and convolution is the root of the 
Reginato works just as the brain is convoluted, turning in upon itself. 

The weight of the concept does not preclude the wonderful lightness of being that 
exudes from Polychrome for Reginato's convolutions spiral, whorl and, with sinuous 
insistence, bring play to the fore. Not that the work is 'easy'. In fact, in order to accomplish 
the juxtaposition between the material - hard, self righteous steel - and the intricate flow of 
the compositions, a strenuous task has been overcome.  The physical fabrication must have 
been difficult. Mental confrontation with the work balances the sensation of joy derived 
from the bright colors and whirl-a-gig shapes with a balk at the tangle. There is an 
underlying desire to order and comprehend the destination of the mad meanderings. This 
desire deepens the frivolity so that, like convulsions embedded in dance, inherent 
expression and primitive movement is brought back into view. 

Time lapse photographs of city streets in the night time with the lights tracing the 
coming and going of vehicles is appreciated as a visual phenomena with little concern for 
the utilitarian reason for the display of beauty. The vehicles are moving from A to B not to 
fulfill the look of the resultant photograph but to get somewhere. The titles in Reginato's 
work have the same propensity - once again backwards - for they twist the immediate 
sensate response to the sculpture and reveal direction. With the addition of the title, 
Drunken Angel transforms from a gabble of colorful lines into a cartographic 
documentation of the movement of a drunken angel. The implication of the lyric suggestion 
is to increase the engagement with the piece but also to grant it a logic that is attached to 
the idea of  the path of a drunken angel, much like the recordings of a time lapse 
photograph. It raises the question of what came first – the piece or the thought of a drunken 
angel? This query loops back into virtual existence. These are New York moments 



meandering on the Reginato route.  The visual language is hip with street savvy evident. 
With the confidence of a Manhattan survivalist, Reginato asserts his vision with flirtatious 
innuendo and yet still maintains the rigor and seriousness of producing art for posterity. 
The work speaks of living the New York life, fast paced and likely to heave more than one 
drunken angel in his path.

Due to its nomenclature, Hip Shaken Mama becomes more feminine The photograph 
with the film noir, gangster clad, impervious-stanced Reginato beside the Hip Shaken 
Mama compounds the visual metaphor to the extent that the photograph becomes a piece 
in itself. The pretty Hip Shaken Mama can dance with abandon in the company of such 
firmly planted bravado. 

The same unquestionable right to exist, despite the candy coating, is present in Johnny 
Guitar, Dear Vincent and then Dear Purple - or did Reginato make Dear Purple first and then 
Dear Vincent, visa-versa, with another flourish of his twisting wrist? The work could inhabit 
playgrounds, disco techs, jazz bars, amusement parks, or circuses with an assurance as 
inscrutable as it does museums and corporate foyers. Reginato bridges the gaps between 
the high and the low brow. This work is as pop as it is elegant. It is infused with the spirit of 
modernity as it dances the light fandango, unerringly substantial while remaining aligned 
with fun.

Julie Oakes, 2011



Drunken Angel - 2011
Stainless steel and enamel, 92”x79”x60”



Drunken Angel - 2011



Drunken Angel - 2011



Drunken Angel - 2011



Drunken Angel (small version) - 2011
Stainless steel and enamel, 36”x26”x16”





Dear Vincent - 2010
Stainless steel and enamel, 88”x68”x47”



Dear Vincent - 2010



Dear Vincent (small version) - 2010
Stainless steel and enamel, 25”x18”x11”





Dear Purple - 2011
Stainless steel and enamel, 89”x78”x43”



Dear Purple - 2011



Dear Henri - 2010
Stainless steel and enamel, 25”x21”x14”





Hip Shaken Mama - 2010
Stainless steel and enamel, 86”x64”x32”



Hip Shaken Mama - 2010



Long Neck Mama - 2010
Stainless steel and enamel, 21”x15”x9”





Little Pink - 2010
Stainless steel and enamel, 20”x13”x8”





Dark Nights Cold Ground - 2010
Stainless steel and enamel, 23”x20”x9”





Johnny Guitar - 2010
Stainless steel and enamel, 24”x15”x12”





Deep Purple - 2010
Stainless steel and enamel, 24”x19”x9”





Peter Reginato - New York Studio, 2010



Peter Reginato
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